JP S

Links
Newsletter

November 2017

Principal’s Foreword
Dear Parents
I am happy to communicate with you once again through our newsletter. This is one of the channels
through which we have been reaching out to all of you to keep you informed and updated of school
programmes, activities and major events. 2017 has been another exciting year for all at JPS. We
have taken steps to review our EC@JPS and ensure that students truly enjoy schooling and find joy
in learning.
This year also marks our efforts in going “green” and hence our e-newsletter. We hope this move serves you well as you can view at the
newsletter at your own convenience as it is readily available on our school website.
Our efforts at parent engagement have also come a long way. The Class PSGs that we formed have given plenty of opportunities for our
teachers to connect with you and to provide you with greater insights into your child’s learning. They have paved the way for greater
Parent-Teacher and even Parent-Parent bonding. The synergy that we witnessed when parents of the level came together to make
Children’s Day a memorable one for our students, was truly amazing. Thank you parents for your active involvement in school events
and programmes.
It is such a joy to see JPS students blossom as leaders. Every child has the propensity to lead self and others. Students at JPS live out
our aspiration that Every Child Can Be a Leader. I want to thank all parents for working hand in hand with the school to enhance the
leadership capabilities of your children. JPS embarked on The Leader In Me journey in 2016 and this year, our students were engaged in
coming up with creative and novel ways to bring about greater class synergy. The Student Lighthouse teams fronted bonding activities
while the Student Leaders Lighthouse Team led school wide improvements with regard to unstructured play during recess.
The above are just some of the highlights that you will get to read about in this issue of our JPS newsletter.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support throughout my tenure as Principal of JPS. Your trust and confidence in
my Staff and my Leadership Team has given me great impetus to accomplish what we set out to do for our students. I am a firm believer
that every child can learn when provided a rich conducive environment that promotes the joy of learning. I am blessed to be with likeminded colleagues who have come together to create a school that every child in JPS deserves. We actively promoted the following:
• Learning beyond the classroom. Students embarked on learning journeys both locally and overseas. Students honed their skills
by taking part in Mathematics and Science Trails. We promoted the love for learning by making the process an enjoyable and
memorable one for our students.
• Interdisciplinary Project Work. This was implemented across all levels to promote creative, innovative and reflective thinking among
students. Students see the importance of applying what they have learn in the classrooms to the real world. IPW helps break subject
disciplinary silos and nurture students to be effective communicators and confident individuals.
• Appreciation of the Arts. Students participated in the Singapore Youth Festival, attended dramas and theatre performances and
performed during JPS show times. All these certainly helped strengthen their appreciation for the Arts.
• Every Child A Leader. It is important that our students have the ability to lead themselves and others. They also need to be anchored
on strong values and have the tenacity to navigate in a complex world.
• Serve to Learn and Learn to Serve. The VIA that all our children embark on is carefully planned to be age appropriate. The sense of
belonging and love for community and country is imbued in them since Primary One through such activities as we help them see
joy in serving and caring for others.
In the last six years we have focused much on a student-centric, values-driven education for our students. We celebrate our students.
We are certain that our vision of creating a vibrant community of gracious citizens and passionate learners is indeed becoming a reality.
I want to thank all parents for your partnership with JPS in growing our children to be future ready.
I took over stewardship of JPS in December 2011 and six years have rolled past. It has been six beautiful years here and it has been both
a pleasure and an honour to serve my students here at JPS. I will bring with me precious memories. The students have impacted me
immensely and have further enhanced my love for leading and helped me see purpose and meaning in being a Principal.
Thank you once again and may our students scale greater heights and achieve their dreams!
Best regards

Mrs Manokara S

National Day
The school held its annual National Day celebrations on 8 August
adopting the NDP theme “One Nation Together”.
It was indeed a joyous and exhilarating day as the school was abuzz
in a sea of red and white. Our students were treated to a concert
and fun-filled activities. They sang their hearts out belting out one
national day song after another. Everyone left in high spirits as the
nation was all ready to celebrate its 52nd birthday!

P5 NE Show
The National Education (NE) Show, co-organised by MINDEF and MOE aims to instil a sense of pride and belonging in our students and to bring
across the significance of our National Day. Our P5 pupils attended the NE Show on Saturday, 8 July 2017 as part of our commemoration of
Singapore’s 52nd National Day.
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Cultural Immersion Trip to
Penang
Selected students from Primary Six participated in the Cultural
Immersion Trip to Penang, Malaysia from Wednesday 1 November to
Friday 3 November 2017.
The objective of this trip was to help our students broaden their
knowledge about Penang and its culture. Students also got to
experience what happens during a typical school day in a local school
in Penang. At the end of the trip, students had a better understanding
and appreciation of the similarities and differences between Penang
and Singapore.
Students visited historical sites such as the Fort Cornwallis, The Queen
Victoria Memorial Clock Tower, Pinang Peranakan Mansion and the
Chew Jetty.

P3 & P4 VIA
The P3 and P4 students
embarked on The Buddy Clean
Workshop for their VIA activity.
Together
with
National
Environment Agency (NEA),
the activity aimed to inculcate
positive social values and
norms on cleanliness amongst
students.

P6 VIA - Bottle Planting
As part of our P6 Values–In-Action activity, our pupils embarked on bottle
planting. PET bottles which were cut out and decorated for the planting
were prepared prior to the activity. On the day of the planting, our pupils
had the opportunity to work collaboratively with the senior citizens of
Jurong Zone G RC.
The elderly gardeners demonstrated and helped to trim the stem cuttings
for our pupils as they collected them to plant in the PET bottles. Through
this activity, our pupils learnt how to reduce waste and practise recycling. It
was a meaningful collaboration for our P6 students.
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Hari Raya Celebrations
This year, the JPS Hari Raya concert centred around the theme
‘Kampung Spirit’ which means having a sense of social cohesion in a
community where there is understanding and togetherness. Besides
getting a treat for their eyes with a colourful concert, students also
had fun taking part in interactive activities during their recesses. They
learnt how to prepare traditional Hari Raya cookies and even took
part in a cookie arranging competition.

P4 MT Fortnight
Term 3 ended for our primary 4 pupils with the memorable Mother
Tongue Fortnight.
The P4 students walked away appreciating and becoming more
aware of their own culture and customs through various activities,
games and enrichment classes.
New elements were introduced to excite and engage our students
even more. Mian Pu for our students taking Chinese, exposure to
traditional music such as kompang and angklung for our Malay
students and word games, quizzes on general knowledge as well as a
treasure hunt for students taking Tamil were a part of the exciting day.

Deepavali Concert 2017
JPS celebrated Deepavali on 16 October 2017. Deepavali is the Hindu
festival of lights. A vibrant concert was put up by the teachers and
students. The concert kicked off with the lighting of the oil lamp by
our principal Mrs Manokara. The lighting of the oil lamp symbolises
knowledge removing ignorance just as light removes darkness.
Students watched in awe as their friends came on stage to dance
to traditional Indian music. They also got to watch a short video
depicting the history of Deepavali. The highlight of the day was the
fashion parade where teachers of other ethnic groups joined hands to
parade in traditional Indian ethnic costumes. The whole stage became
vibrant with so many colours. A colourful Deepavali it sure was!
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Children’s Day
Jurong Primary School celebrated Children’s Day on 5 October 2017.
The theme for this year was ‘The Joy of Learning’ and the slogan
was ‘Our school is vibrant because of you’. This indeed was apt for
our JPS students who always make teaching and learning a joy for
everyone. Teachers, staff and members of the PSG came together
to commemorate this memorable event for all JPS students with a
vibrant concert.

Kinder Day 2017
Kinder Day, our outreach programme to our community,
was held on 6 July 2017. The programme provides an
opportunity for K2 students in the kindergartens close to
our vicinity to experience our vibrant culture. This is made
possible by our passionate and gracious teachers and
students as they walked them through activities which gave
them an insight into primary school life. Kinder Day also
provides a platform for our JPS student leaders to put into
practice their leadership skills.
About 270 K2 students from 11 kindergartens experienced
what it was like to buy food and drinks in the canteen on
their own, participated in classroom learning, engaged in
hands-on activities with our P1 and P2 students, toured
around the school and even experienced our CCAs.
To show them our warm JPS hospitality, our P1 and P2
students presented well-designed bookmarks to their preprimary friends. The K2 students certainly had a fruitful and
joyful learning journey and left JPS with smiles on their
faces. Kudos to our students and teachers for hosting them!
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Racial Harmony Day
Racial Harmony Day which is commemorated on 21 July each year,
serves as a reminder to our students that racial and religious harmony
can only be preserved and strengthened with mutual acceptance,
confidence, respect and understanding.
This year, the theme for Racial Harmony Day (RHD) is The Singapore
Way. As we make the journey from tolerating differences to

embracing diversity, our Singapore identity continues to grow. It is
important that Racial Harmony is part of our identity and way of
life, and that our youth, on whose shoulders our future lies, make
Racial Harmony a key aspect of their hopes and dreams for what
Singapore is and can be. At JPS, our pupils participated in various
activities and lessons that celebrated our diversity and richness as
we came together and found strength from our shared experiences
and heritage.

Teachers’ Day
This year’s Teachers’ Day Concert was special. Students came forth
to perform for their teachers willingly. Auditions were held to select
the performers. The Student Lighthouse Team, comprising Faith
Lee (5 Respect), Alicia Yang (5 Responsibility), Png Hyok Zing (5
Vibrant), Charlotte Tang (5 Gracious) and headed by Hadinah Binte
Mohamad Tahar (6 Integrity) and Shanice Yew (6 Responsibility),
planned the event around the theme ‘Superheroes - Not all heroes
wear capes’. Special thanks to the parent volunteers who manned
the Photo booth and the Write-a-Message booth!
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OUR GRADUATING STUDENTS

A KALEIDOSCOPE OF OUR P6
GRADUATION
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TLIM Sharing by the Student
Leader Lighthouse Team to
PSG
The Student Leader Lighthouse Team presented to our Parent
Support Group on 3 August 2017. The sharing was led by our Head
Prefect Hadhinah Binte Mohamad Tahar and our two Assistant Head
Prefects, Eng Yan Zhi and Ang Yi Yang. They shared about how The
‘Leader in Me’ had guided them in their project ‘Designated Play Area’.
The project aimed to create awareness on safe play among students
during recess. The student leaders spoke about how they ‘Synergised’
as a team in coming up with a plan and how they ‘Sharpened their
Saws’ in the process as they were seeking continuous improvements
within the school. They also candidly shared the challenges that they
faced while embarking on the project and how some of the habits
such as ‘Begin with the End in Mind’ and ‘Put First Things First’ allowed
them to focus on selecting the right solutions for their initiatives.
The TLIM is the language that is prevalent at JPS. To make TLIM more
visual for our students, the school put up The Leader in Me wall
murals in the foyer, canteen, hall and parade square.

STAFF NEWS
Welcome to the JPS Family!
Mrs Marilyn Furukawa
Miss Wong Jia Wen Mandy
Miss Tham Jia Hui Esther
Miss Wang Dongchen
Mdm Goi Hwei Kheng
Mrs Malarvili d/o Palanisamy
Mdm Pan Shixuan
Mrs Robert Juliet

Welcome back to the JPS Family!
Mrs Raspal Singh
Mdm Or Chiew Peng
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